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ABSTRACT

This article critically examines the manner in which the experience of internment in
French camps is reconstructed in Quan érem refugiats, published by Catalan writer
Teresa Pimies in 1975. The analysis aims to show that whereas the text shares many
of the traits usually found in the majority of the literary works belonging to the cor-

us of Catalan concentrationary literature highly dominated by male authors, it of-
Fers some specificities that might be compared to an experience specifically attributed
to women.

I the ninth chapter of The Origins of Totalitarianism, which deals with the
end of the Rights of Man, Hannah Arendt states that the “[Clivil wars which
ushered in and spread over the twenty years of uneasy peace were not only
bloodier and more cruel than all their predecessors; they were followed by
migrations of groups who ... were welcomed nowhere and could be assimi-
lated nowhere” (266). Characteristic of such a migration is the situation of
the individual refugee who decides or is forced to leave his/her home country
in search of an alternative to the expected fate in his/her own state, often
without knowing what the final destination will be. This causes feelings of
loss and incertitude, but at the same time it is overpowered by the hope for a
better future and life situation; in the best case scenario the opportunity of a
second homeland.

In the last months of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), particularly be-
tween January 28 and February 9, 1939, nearly half a million Spaniards
crossed the northeastern border to France. They were fleeing the Francoist
troops that on January 26 had taken over Barcelona, the capital city of Cata-
lonia, This flight of several hundreds of thousands of people became known
asthe Retirada. Mainly during the first few days, civil refugees got the chance
1o get into France because Albert Sarraut, French Minister of the Interior,

ad visited the frontier zone and declared: “Les femmes et les enfants, on les
;egon, les blessés, on les soigne, les valides, on les renvoie” (Malo 11). But
fom February 5 onwards, approximately 250,000 members of the Republi-
g?n army were allowed to cross the French border and enter the department
Pyrénées-Orientales.
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